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From My Point of View with Chief Bill Cranmer  
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One thing I have grown to appreciate is 
that the best results often come from 
careful planning for the outcome you want. 
This has been a very progressive and 
successful year for ’Namgis. 
 
For several years our Nation has been in 

the planning and design stages of several key 
projects, which have immense long term positive potential for our community, and 
I would like to touch on just a few of those. Kwagis Power. For the past several 
years, ’Namgis has been in negotiations and planning to develop a Run of River 
Hydro project that would make ’Namgis the single largest power producer on the 
North Island. We have recently completed the latest stage in the Environmental As-
sessment and are well on our way to breaking ground on this $200 Million Project. 
Additionally, ’Namgis has developed partnerships with the Lemare Group and Ketza 
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As well as opening up our community to jobs through Kiewit Construction - the 
General Contractor selected for this project. 
 
K’udas our Closed Containment project is key to the future of our wild salmon 
stocks. For decades ’Namgis has fought with Atlantic Fish Farms over the 
protection of our Wild Salmon and their habitat. ’Namgis argued that closed 
containment was the answer, protecting our waters, while accepting the jobs that 
have been created by the industry. K’udas has made ’Namgis stand out as a world 
leader in closed containment. Something I am very proud of. As ’Namgis we 
need to be leaders to protect our territory, and in this we have the attention of 
the world. To date we have received more than $6 million towards this project in 
grants, and I am encouraged that we will be breaking ground on this project very 
soon. 
 
In August we received $1.5 million of prawn, crab and salmon licenses from 
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enterprise, Mama’omas Limited Partnership, and be ready to receive the next 
allotment of licenses in the coming year..
 
There are more great things underway, but this is what I wanted to share with you 
today.          
       Kwaxalanukwame’ ‘Namugwis 

Bill Cranmer   
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‘Namgis Council
with portfolio assignments

Chief Bill Cranmer
Treaty; Economic 

Development; Council 
Hiring Committee; Finance; 
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Committees

Jerry Alfred
Public Works; Housing; 

Aquatic Resources

Pearl Alfred
Treaty; Health

Chris Cook
Treaty; Finance; 

Community Justice; 
Education

Barb Cranmer
Culture; Economic 

Development; Treaty

Arthur Dick
Community Justice; 

Forestry; Parks & Protected 
Areas; Treaty

Norine Smith
Treaty; Economic 

Development; 
Council Hiring 

Committee; Health

Brian Wadhams
Treaty; Forestry; 

Community Justice; 
Recreation; Parks & 

Protected Areas

Greg Wadhams
Treaty; Aquatic Resources; 
Recreation; Council Hiring 

Committee

ALL ’Namgis Nation Members
 
Your current contact information (mailing address; email address; phone) are 
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Please forward your contact information to Gina Wadhams, Communications 
Coordinator at:   
GinaW@namgis.bc.ca  or call 250-974-5556 Extension 3115



From the desk of the Editor 
 
First of all, I’d like to pay my respects to ’Namgis Senior 
Treaty Negotiator Mike Rodger. Mike was a wonderful, 
wise man who worked so hard for our nation and wanted 
the best for us. 

I am very proud and happy for Honey - her new book ‘My 
Life With the Salmon’. Book has now been released. 
 

It was an overwhelming experience to witness William Wasden Jr. & Patricia Alfred’s 
marriage ceremony in our Bighouse. Powerful and breathtaking potlatch where all the guests 
left feeling totally cleansed with our songs, dances and hospitality. 

Please check out our new website: www.namgis.bc.ca                                 Gina 
Wadhams 

’Namgis Communications Coordinator  
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Summer’s gone, the kids are back in school and the ’Namgis continue to wrestle 
with thorny issues including losing important members of our community. For me 
the loss of our Treaty Negotiator, Mike Rodger, was a personal blow. I want to 
personally thank all those who organized the mourning ceremony at Woss Lake. 
For me, it was a very moving and healing event and helped me tremendously to 
cope with Mike’s loss. 
 
As we all know the living must carry on and we can thank Mike for 
building a strong team and for laying the groundwork for us to complete the  
“Agreement-in-Principle” (AIP) stage of treaty negotiation. Our Council, in consultation, with 
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AIP.  Between AIP and the Final Agreement will be a whole new stage of negotiations and 
it is at this time that a new Negotiator will be engaged.
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speaks volumes about the goodness in their hearts. Our Council also authorized the hiring of 
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economically feasible. Still many members who live in urban communities made their annual 
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wherever we live.
 
Our audit has been completed and Council has met with the  These results will be 
presented to our membership on November 17th. As per usual, the full audit is  available to 
all ’Namgis members upon request and is posted on our web-site. Bring your questions to 
the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





D�Q��U���V�

George Speck - Senior Administrator
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by Linda Whonnock
 
Born in Alert Bay in 1939, Reuben Whonnock Sr. is of a day and age that walked a 
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hardly a leg to stand on, that all changed abruptly to having your family ripped apart 
from unknown enemies with power no one knew where they got it from. Questions 
still yet to be answered as to how someone thinks they know what is best for you and being a child who 
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children are learning about as our elders are speaking out. Residential School was not invited to our lands. 
Rueben has concerns with treaty and what percentage of the land we are settling for.  
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quiet and having to listen to what was being said by the Chiefs. He shares with us how it was important 
to know the oral history of where you came from and who you were related to and how those family ties 
extended into other territories. He laughs at remembering how he wanted to go outside and play but he had 
to sit there and listen. That was just the way it was. It’s tough he says. As he starts to talk about Treaty 
and his concerns, you can see it’s with a heavy heart and passion. He says, “Well what I think about 
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`"/amgis) children. Let’s start with our children and teach them what Treaty means. Are we 
not those same powers that are the all “knowing what’s best” for our future as ’Namgis. Let us teach our 
children what it means to be self governing and see what they have to say. Teach them about their rights 
as ’Namgis. Maybe it’s already happening but I haven’t heard from our children. Let’s teach them about 
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what kind of deals is made. Let’s allow them to ask the hard questions and hope that we get the straight 
answers. Let’s have an open door policy where we develop land for our people to come home and have 
enough land and housing to allow for every family to have a place.  
 
As it used to be, let’s take care of each other in this day and age where it concerns, health, education, 
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’Namgis. I take care of my family back home or wherever they are, even though I am down here. 
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Constable Matt Baker has been with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police for 4 years. His 
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partnered with the Snuneymuxw First Nations 
on many Policing projects. While in 
Nanaimo, Cst. Baker worked in cooperation 
with numerous social service agencies assisting 
clients in overcoming addiction issues, mental 
health and homelessness. 
 
Cst. Baker was raised in a Military family and 
has lived all over Canada from coast to coast 
including overseas. Matt has studied Political 
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Cst. Baker is single, has no children and is 
avid scuba diver. 
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Darian has been playing ice hockey for 8 years now. He started learning 
how to skate in a Can-Skate Program at the Fuller Lake Arena when he 
was 3 years old. From that point on he always talked about being a hockey 
player. His favorite NHL hockey player was and still is Jordin Tootoo. At 
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when the Canucks hosted the Nashville Predators. Darian was able to get 
his picture taken with Jordin.  
 
Darian has played rep hockey from the time he started with the Novice D 
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age of Novice. He has played Atom A and Peewee A. Darian has worked 
hard in those tryouts and earned the right to play on those A teams. He 
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spring hockey team from Parksville. It was an opportunity to get more ice 
time as he awaits upcoming hockey camps and tryouts.  
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Capitals Organization. Before the season starts he will be doing a two week conditioning 
camp out of the Kerry Park Arena. He will be doing strength, endurance, nutrition, and on 
ice practices. Darian is looking forward to another hockey season in which he can continue 
to improve his game. His ultimate plan is to play hockey for a career. 
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Integrating, Infusing and Naturalizing Indigenous content in Teacher Pedagogy – Gloria 
Cole 
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Leadership and Policy program in the Faculty of Education, Department of Educational 
Studies. 
 
I am looking for Parents (Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal) who have children who attend 
public schools in School District #85; and Teachers (Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal) and 
Administrators (Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal) employed with School District #85 to
participate in my research project. 
 
My research project is focused on: 
How can Indigenous Knowledge (IK) be included in meaningful ways in a rural school 
district that has a substantial enrollment of Aboriginal learners? What are the challenges for 
including IK in Public K-12 education? 
How can IK shape teachers’ pedagogy? 
What supports do teachers need in order to naturalize IK as part of their practice? 
 
I will require about 1.5 to 2 hours of your time to answer questions in regards to my 
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There is no monetary exchange. If you are interested, you can contact me at 250-974-2757

K-12 
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Gilakas’la Nugwam Mayanil, my name is Norine Smith I was elected 
as ’Namgis First Nation Councilor in the December 2010 Election. 
Prior to being Elected as a Council Member, I was always taught to 
be accountable, responsible and most of all respectful. My Parents 
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Grandparents Dan and Agnes Cranmer and Arthur and Nora Dick, 
Great Grandparents on my Mother’s side Moses and Agnes Alfred.  
I am married to Frank Jack Smith Sr and have two Sons: Frank 
John Arthur Smith Jr (born 1993) and Moses George Alfred Smith 
(born 1998).  I was born and was raised in Alert Bay.  Even though 
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politics all of my life.  My Parents, Grandparents, Great Grandpar-
ents and Sister have served as Elected Chiefs, Presidents and Council 
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Grandmother Agnes Cranmer said to me when I was younger is “I 
am 84 years old and I am still learning. Once you close your mind 
and think you know everything, you are going to run into problems”.  
I am doing my best to keep this in mind in my daily life and when 
I am sitting at the table in meetings. My portfolios include: Health 
Board, Hiring and Economic Development.   
 

I come from culturally strong families on both my Father and Mothers 
side so I feel a have a good balance between living in today’s world and culture.   
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’Namgis First Nation Chief and Council, I have gained knowledge on how Councils work.  
This knowledge I am taking into my position as a ’Namgis Nation Councilor.  I am doing 
my best to keep an open mind and learn as much as I can from present and past Chief and 
Council Members who have taken time to talk with me, even outside the meeting table and 
for that I am very thankful.  
 
At this time I would also like to thank the late Mike Rodger, ’Namgis Nation Senior Treaty 
Negotiator for his endless patience to help me to better understand the treaty process we are 
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Thank you for your time and giving me the opportunity to introduce myself.  Gilakas’la

Seeking articles for �ala’mas sections:   
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¾ page write up plus a couple of pictures is the standard article.   
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follow up and put the article together if permission granted by person 
recommended. All submissions should be emailed, in word format, 
to Gina Wadhams at: GinaW@namgis.bc.ca. If there is anything in 
particular that you’d like to see included in the newsletter, please let 
us know. The purpose of this newsletter is to inform the community 
of what the Band Administration, Chief and Council are working on. 
Please send your ideas and requests to Gina and we’ll do what we can 
to include more information. 
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be a man.  Then the bird disappeared, and he began to be a man.  He became possessed of a house, the out-
side of which was cloudless; and stars were on the house that he brought down with him.  Then he married.  
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ing, he met unexpectedly the house of Rich-One, which was coming up.  He was taken down to below the 
sea.  
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house, the (beams over the) door of which vomited.  The beams were sea-lions.  He came, and his house 
stood on the ground at Foundation.  At times houses were built by those who took his place, one after an-
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children, took his place.
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Then he built a house at Rolling-down.  He took his hat and his large cape, and he became a man.   
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Only these, his children, are chiefs, after he left them behind.  Later on they just became people.  This is 
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taken away.  
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How would our ’Namgis Nation members like to receive information (newsletters, 
bulletins, updates etc) ~ by regular mail; by email; link to documents on website? Please 
let us know.    
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email; Facebook; website. Please forward your information to Gina, if you want to receive 
by email, forward your email address; by mail, forward your mailing address etc. 
 
Information will be available online (’Namgis website and Facebook). Do you 
prefer to read this information online instead of by mail and/or email? The newly 
reconstructed ’Namgis website is user friendly for everyone. Please let us know what 
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On July 31, 2011, ’Namgis lost our Senior Treaty Negotiator, and a good and caring friend 
in a motorcycle accident near Alturas, California.  Many ’Namgis will remember Mike as 
a big man with a big booming voice, and a heart as big as the rest of his personality and 
stature. 
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participation in the BC Treaty process. His reputation was of a man who got things done, 
and pushed government negotiators to think outside the box. Where Mike worked, new and 
innovative approaches to reconciling the gaps between First Nations and Governments were 
born. His hard work and determination helped push the idea of co-management and shared 
jurisdiction. Mike was determined that ’Namg��
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our own destiny, and future. One of Mike’s biggest contributions to our community was 
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work on community cabins, camping trips, utilization and replenishing of our traditional 
grease trail, meetings in traditional village sites, and In depth research into traditional use 
and occupancy to set the stage for our claims at the treaty table. His job to move our table 
forward under the guidance of Chief and Council can never be forgotten.
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tions - not just those he worked for. Most recently, Mike was successful at convincing the 
Federal Government to introduce changes to legislation which treated unfairly First Nations 
who participated in economic ventures through partnerships in trust.
 
Mike will be missed by all who knew him, and he will have our gratitude for a job well 
done. 
 

“My whole adult life has been spent in the company of Aboriginal people in 
Canada. I have lived and work all over our country, their land. It has been 
a true blessing. I have learned so much about being human in those years.” 
                                   - Mike Rodger
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by Honey Alfred 
 
Mike insisted that we as a people must 
show our present day use of our traditional 
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Before his unexpected death, he had our 
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trip to Wa’s Lake. I was going to withdraw 
from the trip because it was to happen 
within days of our great loss. After a day 
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trip. Mike would have wanted this to hap-
pen and so I attended with over 150 band 
members. 
 
After we arrived at Wa’s Lake, Chief Bill 
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in honor of Mike, my Boss and our Nego-
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gathered in a circle and he sang a mourning 
song in his honor then had Chief George 
Speck walk around spreading feathers onto 
us and around the ground in front of us to 
bless the ground we stood on.  
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attendance to the front and said we were all 
hurting and feeling the loss of the Mike but 
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we worked and talked with him the most of 
all.
 
Our Chief said that they were going to wipe 
away our tears and pain through our tradi-
tions. Chief Cranmer started to sing along 
with his son. Knowledgeable women wiped 
each one of us down with cedar boughs 

from head to toe and then shook the gath-
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The women then placed hands over our 
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They washed our faces, arms, hands and 
legs with water from Wa’s Lake to cleanse 
the wounds. Red ochre was then rubbed 
onto our foreheads, around our wrists and 
ankles. This ochre was to prevent the pain 
from coming back into our bodies.
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pit at the campsite and walk around it and 
let any lingering pain be taken. After this 
was done, we walked around the circle of 
witnesses and went back to where our Chief 
was.
 
Chief Cranmer then said this would help us 
let go of all pain and then four respected 
women walked around the circle releasing 
shaking the cedar boughs over each person 
in attendance and they threw all the boughs 
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tears. Singers sang while the women wiped 
the tears and sorrow away from the healing 
circle. 
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our Big House after Mike was laid to rest 
as it should be done.
 
It was very emotional but we needed to 
wash our tears and sorrow away. It was a 
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say goodbye to him in our traditional terri-
tory at Wa’s Lake.

Applications can be addressed to: 
’Namgis Nation Education 
Attention: Post Secondary 
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Deadlines: 
     May 15th for September Term 
     November 15th for January Term 

���
\��������
���������
�������
����
~����
X�����<
§���
X�������<

Peggy Svanvik, Wayne Cook and Wayne Peterson.
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Shadow Alfred 
Shadow has had some very exciting things happen to ’Namgis Member, Shadow 
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A’s and B’s.  Then thanks to family member Mariah Robinson (Wadhams), Shadow 
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successfully made the cut.  The Highlanders will give Shadow the training, abil-
ity and opportunity to hopefully one day play women’s professional soccer. 

In the beginning of July Shadow also signed up for the National Defense, 
Aboriginal Raven Program, but instead was sent to Ontario’s Aboriginal Black Bear 
Program.  There Shadow completed Basic Military Training with 96% and will now 
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with her soccer career. With the credits earned from this Black Bear Program 
Shadow will complete grade 12 in January 2012, six months early and looks 
forward to coming to the Alert Bay Graduation Celebration. 

Although Shadow was very sad to move away from home and her life time friends 
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Sherry Lynn Alfred is very proud of her baby and all her accomplishments she has 
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the both of us.
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I am very happy that I was hired to work as a Summer Student this year 
with the ’Namgis Nation.  
 
My job included clearing the trails around the island – ensuring that all 
the trails were comfortable to walk. After cleaning the trails and beaches, 
I learned to appreciate our island more. It was neat to see all of the 
trails that I have never seen before.  
 
Some other jobs included: Picking up garbage around the reserve, tidying 
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children. 
 
I enjoyed having a variety of jobs. We were always doing something 
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and using a wood splitter. 
 
Every time that I have worked with the ’Namgis Nation, it has always 
been a great experience and a pleasure. I was learning something new all 
the time. I hope to work for ’Namgis again in the future. 
 
’Namgis Nation would like to acknowledge the dedication and devotion 
that Joe demonstrated during his employment with the Summer Student 
program. 

“We recognize Joe to be 
an independent, diligent 
hard working individual 
who is always at work 
and always on time.” 
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Alert Bay Ambulance Welcomes New Recruit, 
better known to everyone as the Alert Bay Ambu-
lance team is pleased to welcome Kevin Langlands 
as our newest team member. Kevin, who also 
serves as the ’Namgis Director of Communica-
tions came to us after learning that Station 102 
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Svanvik. We are thrilled that Kevin has joined our 
team initially as a driver, but we look forward to 
his successful licensing as an Emergency Medical 
responder over the coming months.
 
We would also like to take this time to thank the 
Alert Bay Women’s Auxilliary for funding our new 
weather proof jackets that you can see, Wayne, 
Sue and Don wearing in this photo. Your ongoing 
support is appreciated.  
 
Why join BCAS? I have been asked, why I 
recently decided to join the Alert Bay Ambulance 
team, for me the answer is simple. I wanted to 
do more for the community I have come to love. 
Alert Bay has always had a special place in my 
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time as a child of seven. I also remember meeting 
Stan Hunt on that trip so long ago, and years later 
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work for ’Namgis. I remember almost calling him 
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myself just in time.
 
Over the course of my time working for ’Namgis 
I have had the privilege to meet and know a great 
many people, and one of those individuals I always 
sought to make time for was Don Svanvik. Seeing 
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and dirty boots Don that I knew as a ’Namgis 
Guardian. I was intrigued. I would ask him about 
his role with the BC Ambulance Service, and Don 
proudly spoke about service to the community, 
about the need for more people to join the team to 
ensure quality care “here at home”. And, he told 
me that I should consider it. “It’s a good use of 
your time”, I recall him telling me. “Its part time, 
on-call work. In this community it’s not a career, 
but it can be a great supplement, and once you are 
on the team, the opportunities for further 
development are there for those interested”.

 

About a year later, I couldn’t recall some of the 
details of our conversation, so I asked him again. 
He reminded me of the need for people to give to 
the community, of the pride one can get by giv-
ing just a little more. I thanked him, and before i 
could leave he had given me Sue Bell’s telephone 
number. “Call her”, is all he said. I thought about 
it, and I considered the time I am lucky to spend 
in Alert Bay with ’Namgis, non - ’Namgis, It is an 
honour. So yes, I called her. I still wasn’t sure I 
wanted to venture down this road, it was a 
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had travelled.
 
Sue, was just bursting with excitement, her 
commitment to the community, and to getting 
more people engaged in the BC Ambulance Ser-
vice for Alert Bay was contagious. Before I knew 
it, I was signed up for the three week EMR 
course in 
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skills and knowledge that can actually save 
people’s lives, and I was joining a team eager to 
help me be the best I could be at my new tasks. 
I won’t lie, the process was hard, the knowledge 
needed is intense, but the reward of being part of 
an exciting team serving a community I care about 
has made it so worthwhile.
 
So now we are four. We should be ten, Ten 
������
��
���+
���
X����
{��
�������<
���
������
��

share the responsibility and privilege of providing 
quality life saving care. Do you have the time to 
give your community? Have you ever wanted to 
assist when the need is greatest? I encourage you 
to get in touch with Sue Bell at: 
susan.bell@bcas.ca.
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August 5 - 6, 2011 at the Wa’as camp site. 
The six days were full of cultural activity and 
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Norman Glendale, Irene Cook, Eva Dick, 
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Supporting the elders were Pewi Alfred 
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Response or TPR method, Andrea Cranmer 
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sions on traditional law and spirituality. Donna Cranmer coordinating the 6 days of action 
packed activities. 
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ranged from 10 month old to 55 year olds. Each afternoon everyone participated in cultural 
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Hunt & Donna Cranmer. The children picked berries and Elizabeth Nelson showed them 
how to make berry cakes. Students learned how to make Kanolis (fried bread by the open 
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preparing great morning and afternoon snacks and hot lunches for the six day camp. 
 
The last two days of our immersion was spent with other ’Namgis members who were 
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as well as many other people who felt the need to be in our traditional territory. Dawn 
Cranmer brought the group to an area where they gathered Traditional Medicine and she 
shared her wealth of knowledge in this area. William Wasden lead a ceremony of return-
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Anthony Hunt and Antonio Popovich with many helping hands put the sockeye on sticks 
and barbequed them. Honey lead a group on a 3 hour tour through our traditional territory 
and taught us many place names and some of our ’Namgis history. Joe and Jack Alfred 
transported those wishing to bathe in the glacier waters on the ’Namgis First Nation boats. 
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the ceremony to wash away some of the sorrow of the loss of our Sr. Treaty Negotiator - 
Mike Rodgers. A great time was had by all and some of the participants hope that it can 
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gave of their time and a special thanks to all those students that wanted to learn more of 
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thank First Peoples Culture and Heritage Foundation for the funding to host our Immersion 
camp.  
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Awak’was
In front of our village, there was a carefully leveled street, 
supported by an embankment of heavy logs.  From the 
street, steps led down to the beach where the canoes lay.  
Across from the houses, platforms were built out over the 
embankment and rested on a framework of poles.  These 
'���
������
�����
������
�'�°'��
�������%
��
�
������

���� 
'����
"/amgis Chiefs met, women often gave small 
potlatch gifts out to other ladies and was a general place to 
meet for the people. 
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have their own summer seat.  They give potlatches on 
summer seats, and they count the number of times they 
have been on the seats of other clans.” 
 
A priority of ’Namgis was to enhance the waterfront.  It 
started last year with the completion of the boardwalk; this 
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was to have one awak’was erected, after community 
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tural Centre. 

The project has also created employment and capacity 
building for ’Namgis members. All of the wood provided was milled by ’Namgis members. 
Also, there were graduates fresh out of the carpentry course working on construction of 
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boardwalks. ’Namgis has been complimented on these structures. 
 
On July 21, 2011, everyone was invited to attend the opening ceremony.  Chief Bill 
Cranmer welcomed everyone and then all together, the boardwalk was blessed with eagle 
down.  At each awak’was, the T’sasala Cultural Group performed for the audience as eagle 
down was scattered. The youth performing were so full of pride, as were the people 
watching.
 
The ceremony was wrapped up with speeches by Chief Bill Cranmer, Mayor of Alert Bay 
Michael Berry, and Mayor of Port McNeill Gerry Furney. After all of the speeches were 
done, fresh Nimpkish BBQ sockeye salmon, salads and fried bread was provided for 
everyone who came out to witness the event. The overall atmosphere was awe-inspiring.
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Wolf 
 

Charlie Walkus 
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Sun 
 

Moses Alfred

3rd 
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Thunderbird 
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Johnny Drabble

1st 
T’sit’sal’walagama’yi 

 
‘Famous Ones’ 
‘Namxiyalagiya 

 
Ned Harris 
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1995 – the year it was being built. I was hired as the Maintenance Man. My 
responsibilities were to look after the overall maintenance of the school, the 
teacherages and the grounds keeping. I worked with a fellow by the name 
of Stan at SG Mechanical to learn the heating and sprinkler systems. At the 
start of my job at the school, John Anderson and I would open the gym 
at 7:45am for the kids that would show up early for school. Sadly, this no 
longer happens. In 2001, I was asked to get my Class 2 driver’s license. Re-
luctantly, I got it. I did not think I could be as good as previous bus driver 
Dale Hamilton was with the children. I have been driving for 10 years now 
and I really enjoy seeing the children on the bus every day.  From time to 
time, I take the Daycare children for rides as they really enjoy the school bus 
ride. It feels good to know a simple thing like a bus ride can put a big smile 
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cause I will report you. In May of this year, I also started doing some of the 
Lawrence Ambers Recreation Centre maintenance.  I wish both the T’lisalagi’lakw and 
Alert Bay Elementary Schools a great year. 
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people the next day, they packed up and moved to Anutz Lake to make room for our group.
 
Dawn Cranmer and Eva Dick did traditional medicine.  Joe and Jack Alfred did the glacier cleansing for 
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at all by the participants. Terry Joe Alfred made sure that the kayaks and canoes were brought for use by 
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campers for this event and stayed for dinner.  Brian Wadhams caught seventy fresh sockeye that was cleaned 
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great feast was had by all to end the day.
 
Children and adults swam, kayaked and canoed daily because we woke up to the sun each day. 
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origin story that was told by Kenneth Hunt.  This story takes place on the Davie River.
 
&��
����
���������
��
��
���
����������
§����<
�����
/�������
]�?��<
~�����
§���<
����
�����
���

Nimpkish Island.
 
The group saw sockeye at Nimpkish Island and also spotted a new petroglyph on the dry creek bed. 
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because many of the people have not been there yet.
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Through Theytus Books, ‘Namgis author Diane (Honey) Jacob-
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tre, the centre hosted a book launch and reading. Honey stated 
that the book was to be dedicated to the late Bert Svanvik but 
for some reason, it was published without that notation. Books 
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tural Centre. 
 
You can also visit Theytus Books Website for more information: 
http://www.theytus.com/Book-List/My-Life-with-the-Salmon  �
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On May 14, 2011, Moses Smith 
(accompanied by Gloria Cole) 
is heading to the Canada Wide 
Science Fair (CWSF) in Seneca 
College, Newham Campus, North 
York in Toronto, Ontario.  Moses 
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attend the CWSF. This was a his-
torical moment as it had ten years 
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Island North Region had attended 

the CWSF. The other Finalist was Trevor Harder from the North Island Secondary 
School in Port McNeill. There were approximately 500 Finalists from all over Canada, 
a few from Mexico, Australia and Taiwan as well.  
 
Moses and Gloria stayed on campus in Residence at Seneca College. All meals were 
shared at the cafeteria on-campus which Moses considered it a 5 star meal (dessert 
was delicious). 
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to present his project to students from schools throughout the Toronto area, Judges 
and the Public.  Moses was interviewed by a Aboriginal Peoples Television Network 
(APTN) reporter. 
 
In Toronto, we got to tour the Ontario Science Centre, CN Tower, Royal Ontario Mu-
seum, the Hockey Hall of Fame and attend a Blue Jays game. 
 
“Moses felt good that he was selected to go to Toronto and just being in Toronto was 
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he would like to travel to other places. Moses was an awesome Ambassador”, stated 
Gloria.  
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Moses and Gloria to attend the Canada Science Fair. 
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331 Larch Street (located across from Alert Bay Elementary School) 8:30am – 4:30pm 

Services are available only to people needing assistance with any of the following: 
Business matters | Employment matters | Training matters | Education matters 
Please note:  The facility is not for people to get onto a ‘chat line’ or to cruise the 
internet for information unrelated to any of the above.  
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On July 23, 2011, a group of Maori arrived on ’Namgis traditional 
territories.  The community came out to welcome our guests.  
The Maori were honoured with song and dance by Chief Bill 
Cranmer and the T’sasala and Gwawina group.  
 
The Maori walked onto the territories with great respect and 
reverence.  They considered each step, the oceans, the mountains, 
���
���
���
���
����������
&���
����
���
����
���
���
����
����

with their bare feet and with their open hearts. Their arrival was 
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present.
 
During their three day stay, our Maori guests were generously 
hosted by several families and were shown the full range of 
’Namgis hospitality.  The Maori had two main performances and 
presentations; one at the Music Fest and the second at the Big 
House.
 
The Maori performance at Music Fest gave our community a taste 
of their culture as the group displayed a spectacular performance 
of singing and dancing in full cultural dress. The presentation in 
the Big House was attended by a large number of our community 
members as many of us wanted to be a part of the wonderful energy and 
exchange of singing and dancing. ’Namgis singers, drummers and dancers honoured the 
Maori visitors by beautifully performing a number of our songs and dances. The evening 
in the Big House ended with the fun dance which left love in the hearts of everyone that 
participated.
 
The purpose of the Maori exchange was to create relationships and learn from each other. 
The Maori call their trip “hikoi” translated meaning “walk.”  For the ’Namgis, this was 
“Maya’xalapa” – “to exchange respect”.
 
We all grew and were energized by the Maori visit.  In our interaction, our hearts were 
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as this is the only way they truly can show their gratitude for hosting them.  

We thank the community for their hard work and generosities in making this exchange a 
success.  For those interested in planning a trip to visit the Maori to continue our cultural 
exchange, please contact Massoud Moslehi at 250-974-5522. 
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Anyone who commits mischief wilfully destroys or damages property; renders property dangerous, useless, 
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Notice is hereby given to the Electors of the ’Namgis First Nation, that a poll will be 
held for the election of six (6) Councillors and that such a poll will be open on the 9th 
day of December, 2011 (Friday) from the hours of 9am to 9pm at the ’Namgis Elders 
Centre.
 
All Candidates Meeting: Nov 22, 2011 at 6pm at the Lawrence Ambers Rec Centre 
See online link at www.namgis.bc.ca
Advance Poll: Nov 25, 2011 from 9am to 9pm at the ’Namgis Elders Centre
Election Date: Dec 9, 2011 from 9am to 9pm at the ’Namgis Elders Centre
 

  

Alfred, Corinna Faith
Alfred, Gerald Arthur
Alfred, Pearl
Cook, Christopher Charles
Cranmer, Barbara Coreen
Gordon, Sharon Colleen 
Hunt, Stanley Earl
Mountain, Robert Steven                                             
Perrault, Carole Lynn                                                    
Shaughnessy, Arthur Larry                                                     
Svanvik, Jane Constance                                                     
Wadhams, Brian Wayne                                                     
Wadhams, Christine Marie
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I all had dreams and goals in life. Mine was 
to be a skipper of my own seine boat. I never 
shared that with anyone. 
 
I would like to gather stories from everyone 
who went on this ten day trip and I’d like to 
create a booklet with pictures of “The Gold 
Rush Trail”.  We each have our own memories 
of our overnight stops, sleeping in many school 
gymnasiums.  
 
Our families and grandchildren may giggle at us 
and our clothes, but our music and bell bottoms 
have made a comeback (or did it even leave?).   
 
Most of us from this trip are now grandparents 
now. Sad to say, some have passed on (Nick 
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Stadnyk). We’ll never forget our good friends.

Alfred, Gerald Arthur                                  
Alfred, Pearl      
Cook, Christopher Charles   
Cranmer, Barbara Coreen                                                                                       
Mountain, Robert Steven                             
Wadhams, Brian Wayne                                                                                  
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Kelly-Ann, daughter of Pearl and Frank Alfred, has lived away from the Bay since the 1980. Prior to leaving 
the Bay to pursue advanced education she graduated from NISS and she was proud to be part of the 
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was in the area of political science, community development and economics, with a focus on public policy 
related to aboriginal issues. 
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she began work with the Provincial Government in the 
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policy analyst. Key projects she worked on included 
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“land claims question”, as treaties were known by then. 
She was recognized for her work in helping the 
Provincial Government join the tripartite treaty process, 
receiving the Lt Government’s Silver Medal for 
Excellence in Public Service in 1993.
 
�����
'��
���
����
X����%����
'����
���������
��
��

Assistant Deputy Minister in 1991 by the BC Government 
and during her twelve years at the executive level she 
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Skills Training and Labor, Ministry of Attorney General, 
the BC Human Rights Commission and the BC 
Transportation and Financing Authority. 
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her term in 2013. She is a voting board member for conditional release decisions, responsible for professional 
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continued her commitment to advancing aboriginal issues and is the chair of the Aboriginal Circle, an 
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decision making processes of the Board,  support to aboriginal victims of crime and outreach to communities.
 
Kelly is very interested in the process of treaty negotiations and looks forward to the possibility that her skills 
and experiences can contribute to community discussions and the future development of the ’Namgis Nation.  
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